Implementation of an i.v. morphine infusion program in a community hospital.
Pharmacy departments play a role in helping to design and implement a pain management program in community hospitals. The history, documentation of need, and benefits of the program are presented. Protocol guidelines for the intravenous infusion of morphine are outlined, and specific job functions of the nurse and pharmacist members of the pain management team are defined. In addition, the results of a pain management study are reported, which describe the efficacy of the treatment protocol in 22 patients.